" LigHr! More tion |"—Goethe. 


[Resisterea as} 


- OL. INVI, 


"NOTES BY THE WAY. 


P ables’ lecture on 'Magie, spoken in San Fran- 
peu an exposition of idens as a succession 
‘or instance : — 
er in prayer; but prayer is not ‘ uttering 
&' Itis aspiration. But some men never 
th gratitude, ‘They are like pigs that, feasting 
1s, DH ver look up to the oak to see from whence 
Prayer may hurt as wellas heal. ‘The narrow- 
» of Boston prayed God to either convert 
er or, failing in that, to remove him from 
minds were centred upon the object of 
' and may, to some degree, have produced 


* Doctor, do you believe in the Bible!" 
. I believe the Psalms to be psalms, the 
)roverbs, the Parables to be parables, the 
ions, the inspirations to be inspirations, the 
ruths, and the errors to be egregious errors. 
Witall. I believe too in walnuts, but do not 
ati ng the shucks. My neighbour believes in 
on fowls, but eats neither their claws, feathers, 


eri rupted and asked: * What do you under- 
» “He breathed upon them, and they 
i" Ghost "1! Said the Doctor, ‘I believe 
st is a spirit of holiness—a sweet and divine 
h as Jesus was pure enough to impart ; but 
m wl, chewed tobacco, eaten swine, aud 
ther dead animals and then breathed upon 
would have received an unholy ghost— 
—an unholy, unwholesome, and impure 
Professors, preachers, and healing 
sp their bodies clean, sweet and pure, 
a. They should live clean, holy lives. 
oon have a slimy serpent touch me as a 
beer-drinking, impure mental healer, 
all reeking and pickled with tobacco, 
erating swine's flesh.’ 
» prolonged in badly-aired rooms, 
joctor :— 
be termed in India * Bungalows for the 
' Do not encourage, do not attend 
ie. lower undeveloped, earth-bound 
b, a small, ill-ventilated room, closed 
koned "Windows, decrepid old age 
delicate woman, and. pork-stuffed 
3, all snugly seated side by side, 
ome scrofulous, some ulecrous, and 
kin diseases, eczema, all breathing 
onised and stifling. All clasping 
Dnm, while vampires, 


and appropriating the 


s decidedly strong ; 
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splendid fighting trim than as setting forth the exact, 
infallible truth, 


The Countess Wachtmeister tells the following story of 
Madame Blavatsky :— 

She was a very noble, charitable woman, when, after having 
booked her passage from Havre to New York first-class, she was 
about to embark with only a few shillings left. She saw a poor 
woman with two little ones erying on the pier. She asked the 
woman what was the matter, and learned that money sent by her 
husband from New York for her passage to him had been 
expended on what proved to be a spurious ticket, and she was 
helpless and penniless in a strange city. ‘Come with me,’ said 
Madame Blavatsky, who straightway went to the azent of the 
steamship company and induced him to exchange her first-class 
ticket for steerage tickets for allof them, thereby subjecting herself 
to an absolutely horrible ideal for a cultured woman. 

If that is true--and the Countess gives it as from her 
own knowledge—there was indeed an angelside to this 


strange being. 


* Lo, the poor Indian, whose untutored mind’ is rebuk- 
ing ‘our lady friends,’ and entreating them to leave off 
wearing *barbarous ornaments.’ This is a pretty turning 
of the tables upon us. Here is what ‘ Rays of Light,” 
published in Ceylon, says :— 

The golden beetle of Ceylon is finding favour with many 
ladies who visit our shores. When mounted and set in gold, it 
makes a pretty but barbarous ornament. We beg our lady 
friends to spare these pretty beetles, which adorn the Madras 
thorn hedges and trees in the Cinnamon Gardens, and beg to 
appeal to our readers and their friends of the Bond-street of 
Colombo to suppress the growing trade in golden beetles. 


The following, from ‘The New Unity,’ is full of atmo- 
sphere and light: — 

Help me to help my fellow man, O God! Teach me to 
know the hard, rough way his feet have come before they reach 
my door, so that I may love him, and not judge harshly of him, 


Thy son, my brother, 

Help me, O God, to help myself, so that bravely I may toil 
to the going down of the sun ; so that each day I may feel that 
faithfully I have laboured with the task allotted to me as though 
there is no end to it under the sun ! 

Help me, O God, to so live that loving my fellow inan T may 
be at peace with myself, for there is no other peace worth while ! 

Help me to so order my days that the night which is to come 
may find me ready for the kindly bed provided for all Thy 


creatures that are aweary ! 
Help me to revere Thee, to trust Thee and to love Thee, O 


God, my father ! 

But why ‘the night which is to come’! and why ‘ ready 
for the kindly bed, &c,’! This is the only false note in 
this fine harmony of aspirations—a note as poorly conven- 
tional as the remainder is richly original, It is not a * night ' 
that is coming, but a delightful day : and it is not *a kindly 
bed’ which awaits us, but a glorious sunlit road. 

No impartial student can doubt that many of our 
fossilised theological notions are the result of Biblical 
erudities or misreadings ; these often turning upon Eastern 
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local allusions, or current sayings, the flexible 

of whieh has been weakened, or even entirely 

lost, ‘The Universalist’ (Chicago) points this out with 

reference to the over-familiar word ‘Hell,’ It says, with 
commendable bluntness and some wit :— 

Te would have saved a world of misreading and error if the 
term hell had been kept out of our Seriptures altogether, and 
the proper name, Gehenna, had been kept in. The translators, 
indeed, have only made the plain obscure and the rational 
absard in this instance, 

The contention of orthodox teaching that Gebenna was used 
as a symbol of the never-ending punishment of hell, assumes as 
4 fact » point which has never been proved, and is incapable of 


There is not a single example of the contemporary usage of 
the term in the time of Christ, or for two hundred years after- 


wards, which bears out the contention of the terrible symbolism 
whieh recent periods have attached to the word. Gehenna 
was employed in the time of Christ as a symbol of moral 
corruption and wickedness, aud it had a well-defined local 
signification as applied to the retributions which came upon the 
Jewish State. Thore is not a particle of evidence to prove that 
Texan, in referring to the judgment of the valley of Hinnom, had 
‘any reference whatwever to the future life. The new railway 
station at Jorusslom might properly bear the name of Gee 
Hinnom, or even Gehonna, but to call it. * hell,' 

usual to that word, and giving it thus 
whieh it did not bear in the time of Christ, would be 
varrage t ee ee tee travel- 
a still outrage was perpetrated on the 
Mer when was translated in the New 
hy this hideous and unhistorical word, and the 
historical va vf Hinnom thus made to signify an idea which 
was bot in the m of Christ, and is not discoverable in the 
on Lema age of the Jewish people. 
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Ongar Banner,’ a 
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A YOUNG MEDIUMS' HOME, 


At the close of the address recently given by 4 
representativo of * Liamr? to the members of the Lents 
Spiritualist Alliance and reported in the present issue LU 
Rev. J. Page Hopps referred to a young girl in very py, 
circumstances who had exhibited considerable mediumiy;, 
power. We have received the following letters on qj, 
subject, and shall be glad to take charge of any contrily 
tions towards the realisation of the object contemplated 


Sin, —Some of your readers will remember a suggestion | 
made at a late meeting of the Alliance, ^ yony 
medium. Those who are acquainted with the particulars» 
satisfied thatasuitable home should be found for her as spe 
as possible. She is a clever, respectful, and nice-natured gi 
and would be very useful in any quiet home, My own stt, 
preference is in favour of her being taken into tho homey 
some judicious Spiritualists, who would find her useful in th 
house, and watch her mediumship. There surely are mu; 
homes where such a girl could be profitably employed ay| 
quietly guided. Ishall be glad to answer questions, 
anyone who may be able to sugyest an opening for her, 

Failing this, we think we see our way to sending her 
a temporary young mediums’ home : but this would cost, ay, 
10s. a week, and it would not be desirable to arrange for thy 
for less than a year. In that exse we shall want from £I 
to £30, £6 of which I think I have. This ought to be an my 
matter to arrange, and I shall be glad to hear from anyone si 
is willing to contribute. 

We often complain of the lack of mediums, but when we ge 
them I notice we hardly make the most and the best of thes 


respecting 


or to be 


Here, possibly, is an opportunity for developing a most precio 


gift ; and it surely would be wrong to let it slip. We sadly nes 
something to do. Let us do this—and soon.— Heartily yours, 
Oak Tree House, J, Paar Hors 
South Norwood Hill, S.E. 


Srm,—At a recent meeting of members and friends of th 
Alliance, Mr. J. Page Hopps expressed the desire for a country 
cottage to which mediums in search of health or rest might 
resort. There are probably many Spiritualists to whom, is 
common with myself, the idea would seem capable of bein 
carried into effect. All of us who have had any experience is 
raising money for any detinite purpose, however good that my 
be, are aware that the difliculties are great, but we also ko 
that they are not insuperable. 

I cannot but think that if you, Sir, considered the plans 
good one, and would plead its cause in the columns of * Lum, 
not only members of the Alliance, but Spiritualists generali, 
would gladly work together to raise a suflicient sum of mony 
carry out the scheme. I shall be happy to start the fund ly 
contributing one guinea. We talk much about our actual a» 
probable mediums, but what do we do for them ! 

Facra Non Vera. 
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ih ie Ago,’ by Pause J. Paus | 


e I notice a suggestion made by your 
ve, who proposes to promote the artificial 
sliumship by means of mesmeric action, 
suggestion, Cahagnet, as far back 
most interesting results fh that manner, 

* Celestial Telegraph,’ which is well worth 
de Rochas has recently obtained most 
T by the same method, which results 
& for the benefit of your readers 
ze ie. Tt must not be forgotten, however, 

er c i Mluence represents action from this external 
‘ slative degree or intensity, consequently 

nomena in equivalent subordinate mode. 

“80 prepared may subsequently be taken in 
s under, the influence of «in in higher 


has’ sensitives, who has been ed as an 
by an entity who has passed through the second 
mequently out of the earth sphere. One of 
nsitives was similarly used, and was even 
, became a recipient of thought-trans- 
Mlenborg. Her double appears also to have 
‘sometimes into the state or plane into 
r after the second death. But Cahagnet 
nd this phenomenon, which he called 
ded that her ‘spirit,’ as he termed it, 
body. 
'suceess to your special representative in 
envisages, might I make the additional 
perhaps, if some encouragement were 
of the good American mediums, such as 
he materialising medium ; Mrs. Slosson, of 
most excellent trance medium ; and Miss 
iting medium, perhaps they might visit 


ion meets with the approval of your 
: perhaps he might get a committee 
ould Eds to collect a list of names of 
jul bt inclined to patronise them if they 
s offer some encouragement. The com- 
i» ce arrangements with regard to rooms, 
and receive them when they come over, so 
eel that there would be a body on whose 
Questor Vrrx. 


entative writes ;— 


v such high approval of my plan as that of 
y others whose opinion is valuable have 
the . Half a dozen candidates 

oe emen and but one lady. There 
' Iadies, and I hope to hear from this 
ants, so that balance may be main- 
present. the ‘meetings will take place once a 

pyenings, from seven till eight o'clock, at 
Spir tualist Alliance (2, Duke-street, 

having been arranged for Thars- 
ation of those who may be in doubt as 
pw Su wy that it is of the simplest 
passivity by the usual 
es (mainly without contact) 
royance has been brought 


, except in so far as that 
conditions, will be studi- 
ensure that development 
wal Other phases of 


LIGHT. II 


CONTROL OF A SENSITIVE BY AN EMBODIED SPIRIT. 


(Continued from Page 166, ) 


The following account has been written at my request. 
by the sensitive, "ulum [ know, and believe to be a truthful 
person. — I have given it in her own words as far as pos- 
sible, but as both persons involved are living, the names 
and localities have been suppressed. The sensitive knows 
nothing of occultism ; her psychical faculties have spon- 
taneously or naturally unfolded, as all psychical faculty 
must, occultists' pretensions notwithstanding. The apparent 
operator I do not know, and his position precludes any 
possibility of his being questioned. Some of the readers 
of this journal are acquainted with the circumstances, and 
will recognise them. 

The identity of process as occurring in these circum- 
stances and in those recently described under the heading, 
‘A New Inspirational Singer,’ will be noticed ; the differ- 
ence being that in the present case the connection occurs 
between two sensitives occupying the same plane, while in 
the previous case the connection was established between 
two entities occupying different or discreted planes of being. 
The connecting life-cirenit is, however, that noumenal flux 
of immanence which flows through all discreted units, 
states, or planes, and thus connects them into oneness or 
unity, and constitutes real unity within the appearance of 


separateness, or reality within illusion. Questor Vine. 


From childhood I have had many strange experiences, but 
the most wonderful of all occurred when [ was about thirty 
years of age. Iam now fifty-two, but the sorrow and agony of 
mind entailed is still vivid even now. I pray God to spare 
everyone else from similar misery. 

The experience began with a clairvoyant vision, in which I 
saw myself toiling upa very high hill. When T reached the top 
Y was afraid I would overbalance and fall, which I felt would 
be certain death. Just at that moment a fins looking man 
appeared, and stood on my right hand, He gave me a sudden 
pull, and so saved me from falling, He then pointed to à very 
dark tunnel, saying, ‘ That is the way you must go.’ Through 
it I saw a faint light afar off, but the darkness was so horrible 
that I begged him to assist me, but he refused. 

About a year and a half after this vision occurred we 
removed to a town in which we had formerly resided. The 
man whose spirit I had seen in my vision, but whom I had 
never met otherwise, came and visited at my house. As he is 
a well-known public man, respected by hundreds of people, I 
will call him Dr. X. I reeognised him at once, and trembled 
all over. He politely left, saying he would call again ; but I 
am convinced that he similarly recognised me. After he had 
left I tried to pray, but could not do so. These cireum- 
starices made such an impression upon me that my health 
gave way. He then came three or four times a week, 
and I also saw him every time I went to church. 
]t became so that I could not live without seeing him. 
I used to look at my husband, and ask myself if | could 
leave hin and my darling children, if Dr. X. asked me 
to do so, I prayed and asked God to help me and prevent 
me losing my mind. I lost my appetite, and could not eat, and 
for months scarcely slept. I could not control myself at times. 
My eldest daughter consequently got to know all about it. 
Sometimes when I was beyond control she would go and tell Dr. 
X., who would come at once, and take my hand, when I would 
tremble, and then become quiet. I was quite conscious of 
everything I was saying, yet could not control myslf. 1 prayed 
todie. I became so strange and thin that | had to remain in 
bed. Ialways knew when Dr. X. was coming to my house, 
and would tell them to go and open the door, and I was always 
correct. I told Dr. X. how EL had. met him in the spirit before 
meeting him in the body ; that I knew before God that 1 was 
guilty because I had ceased to want the presence of my 
husband ; that if he would let me put my head on his shouldez 
and die I would be content, and all the pain would go, He 
said that he could not respond to my great affection ; that it 
would be wrong, and that I would despise him. 

To assist me to got well, my husband sent me to à relative 
at a distance, where I soon began to get better, Sub. 
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in consequence of all this, my husband removed our 
remdence to 4 place where | would not come m contact with 
‘Dr. X. any more. 
after this my husband died. A fortnight before his 
Dr. X. heard of his loess and called. In the interval | 
ba. ome a Spiritualies I told him 90; that I now knew 
he was A mesmertst, but that his power over me as a 
ze was gone, thromgh assistance from the spirit world. 
He teplied that | was douling with the powers of the Evil One, 
mot have eft my church. 

b is mow some years ago, and I have not seen Dr. X. 
but à your or more after my husband's death Dr, X. con- 
several times from a distance, and gave most beantiful 
pr through me, while I was entranced. In these he 
experiences in the spirit world, * which led me to 
© that he hed died, let on inquiry | learned that he was 

| Si st ali ng the same position. 
"When I am alone I often see his presence clairvoyantly, 
-— with folded arms watching me. 1 conclude that he 


that after 1 had become a widow and was alone, hy 


PORPHYRY THE PHILOSOPHER.* 
deserves our thanks for her excel- 


M DNE ee to his wile Marcella — 
rendered into English. Porphyry was 
* triad of Theosophists whose names are 
nag ree ge mention is made of Alex- 
they were the founders of Neo- 
been the pupil of Plotinus, 
»Sascax The letter to Marcella 
- UNO 43. aod wae discovered 
Ra patos hix and it is 
a being missing. 


LIGHT. 


human soul had literally * 
tath view &, it 


tumbled " out of light in: 
reed n t be s sid, wn 
opposed to the teaching of modern science, which, a 
disputing the undeni able fact of the exist eno 

the survival of qu 


man was 


explains ‘it a* Mities useful, 4 
necessary, while passing through inferior 
being, but unlovely and noxious in the c 
and more 


mndaition ' 
and more soin proportion t 
advance of which this condition may prove eapable. 


now attained, 


To Spiritualists who are interested in understa 
the ideas of the Neo-Platonists, which have been re 
in our day in the shape of Theosophy, we corda 
recommend Miss Alice Zimmern's ‘ Porphyry to Mares 


' THE UPANISHADS.'* 


The * Preamble ' of this little book says :— 


The Upanishwls are ancient treatises, 
containing x the Theosophy of the Vedas 
yrecious revelations handed down to the ary au inl 
ndia. The Upanishads, we believe, should bx 
to speak for themselves, and not left to the mercy of artifiag 
commentaries, They are grand outpourings of 1 relig 
siasm, raising the mind out of the chaos of cer 
metaphysical and philelogical word-spinning o 
The more elaborate the commentary the great 
from the spirit of the Upanishads, which above all thi 
plicity of word and thought. 


written in San 


" 


abi nt 


f the & se 


The Upanishads stand upon the idea that liberatis 
from the wheel of re-births is to be obtained only by; 
knowledge of the Self —the mystical or universal Man being 
that ‘ Self. 

Beyond the Great, the Increate ; beyond the Increate, th 
Man ; beyond the Man not anything ; That is the goal ; Tis 
is the fiual end. 


He is the self concealed in every being, not manifest is He; 
by subtle seers alone with sharp and subtle mind is He belli 


There are passages here and there in the Upanishads s 
‘simple in word and thought ' as the above, but for anyone 
who is not versed in Eastern mysticism the meaning i 
generally excessively obscure. The Zshopanished, for i- 
stance, consists of eighteen verses, and here are six of thea, 
the others being but little clearer; and this Upanishad i 
not exceptionally mysterious :— 


Into blind darkness do they plunge who bow before unsie 
dom ; to [even] greater darkness, as it were, they [go] who yet 
again in wisdom find delight. 

One thing by wisdom they say; by unwisdom, say they 
another; thus haye we heard from the wise, who gare x 
instruction upon it. 

Who knoweth wisdom and unwisdom both, together with 
unwisdom he crosseth over death, by wisdom iniwortality be 
reacheth. 

Into blind darkness do they plunge who bow before non 
being ; to [even] greater darkness, as it were, they [go] who ye 
again in being find delight. 

One thing by being they say; by non-being, say thy 

r; thus have we heard from the wise, who gave v 
upon it. 

c knoweth being and non-being both, together with non- 
being he erosseth over death, by being immortality he reacheth, 


We fancy our readers will be inclined to exclaim with 
the ‘Pupil’ in the Kenopanishad :— 


vn i now it well. nor do I know I do not know, 
I knoweth [both] that, and [also that]I 
| do not know. 


to be but little less * mixed’ than 
hi fecal for he replies : — 


or w hon JY thought ; who thinks of 
Know n [is it] to the foolish, to the 


ind needs to be tuned to such 
Eget, that we hardly 
ry those who can do so—or 


WT-TRANSFERENCE IN SLEEP. 


an oceasional contributor) seems Curious 
night or two since my little son of twelve 
Inst dream before awakinyg, or the only 
sollection of was the sensation of his lying 
position in which he actually was lying) dead 
. Much distressed by the picture, I awoke, 
ly. afterwards the boy murmured in his sleep (he 
: whil asleep) the word * p json.’ Onthed i 
ewling a book, and it appeared that also 
he had read another book, in which cases of 
bed. 
theory that I dreamed I heard the word 
which, as I am certain | was wide awake, 
there are still several ways in which the 
te accounted for. The simplest seems to me to 
1 ', influenced perhaps hy the book he hal read, 
and in his sleep utterel not only the 
“When awake, heard, but the same word at least 
II was still asleep, and this word, pronounced 
hi set up the action in my brain that produced 
Another hypothesis, less probable, perhaps, is that 
lotion excited in my mind by the painful vision 
ence of idea to the mind of the sleeping lad, 
“oceasion of the spoken word. Had I imme- 
p he might have remembered a corresponding 
ad, I lay quietly speculating, and when he 
10 memory of the kind. 


"8 
"na I ni n. 


A CURIOUS STORY. 
jote the following from the ‘Tablet’ of March 


eaders may have heard of the famous miracu- 
Ostra Brama, at Wilna, in Russian Poland, a 
eof pilgrimage. A curious story reaches us 
n February a Russian, who unfortunately 
, brought to the parish priest of the Ostra 
Frankiewicz, several very large wax 
that they might be kept burning night 
ve offering before Our Lady's image. The 
urprisé, as even the schis:natic Russians 
ie Madonna, and frequently bring offerings 
s it would have been imprudent to leave the 
ght without watching, the sacristan was told 
‘by the altar. About midnight the watcher 
es. Asked next morning why he had done 
that in his sleep he had repeatedly heard 
candles !* and, with some natural feeling 
. Upon careful examination, the candles 
rand filled with gunpowder. There is no 
en made to destroy the famous Madonna, 
turies has been looked upon, even hy the 
ty protectress of the Catholic faith. The 
ly informed the authorities of what had 
satisfaction he got was the advice to 
hee quiet." Nothing has been ascertained of 
d-be author of the sacrilege. 


] 
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ERS TO THE EDITOR. 


In Reply to Mr. Maitland. 

o Mr. ! and, I only wish to say that he 
smpted to answer my letter. But 
nsions which must be disavowed, 
to dictate to the Gods" on any 
I ever '* ventured to speak on 
in the name of our common 
ne have demanded of Mr. 
pus propositions, which he is, 


y, let me just say that I did read 
I represented his thought fairly, 
neither time nor inclination to 


" 
^ 
d 


an 

"n ^an ci pates 

Bn. owe 
W.EH T Pici E: 
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Sir, — Every true and disinterested reformer or revealer of 
truth mol have unbounded belief in hi own mission ; the 
slightest doubt on his part would damp all hus efforts, Mr. 
Maitlan i cannot do otherwise than believe that * Clothed with 
the San’ ‘transcends mortal knowledge and proceeds directly 
from the high heavens.’ He also un loabtedly believes, and 
: 
[ 


je ' Go ls '—an i 


boldly says, that he is in communication with t 
this expression ix, I think, well chosen, becaaee we can interpret 
it in accordance with our own conceptions of a God person al or 
impersonal, à band of highly-developed spirits, or a spiritual 
rese 


TY 


oir from which flow many streams through many channels, 
converging at times in some favoured mentality. 

The consideration which troubles me in this connection is, 
however, a worldly one : it is this—some little time ago General 
* Lorrison ' asserted im * Licur’ (if I renember rightly, for I am 
unable to refer) that he also had been favoured hy the Gods, not 
only with a proof of their power by the occult transmission vf 
egys from America, but that he had received and still retains in 
MS. the literary production referred to. 

Now, supposing that gentleman were to think proper to 
publish, would not a queer question of copyright arise! — R. 


Anna Kingsford and the Vivisectors. 

Sig, —Such were the relations between Anna Kingsford, the 
Gods, and myself that there could not possibly have been any 
disapproval on their part of anything done by us or her without 
our knowing of it. Ido know positively that there was no dis- 
approval And, therefore, when your correspondents persist in 
affirming to the contrary, they oppose their ignorance and 
prejudice to my positive knowledge and experience. Surely it 
is time that persons so wanting in the principles of morality as 
deliberately to prefer the false to the true should cesse to intrude 
upon the otherwise irreproachable pages of * Linz." 

Perhaps this anecdote will have its good effect. On my 
relating the incident of Claude Bernard's death to a lady of 
fervent piety and unsurpassable tenderness of heart, she 
exclaimed, in a tone of delighted enthusiasm, * Magnificent 
woman!’ Like myself, she was one of those who hold that 
Humanity is enriched by the loss of those who brutalise aad 
debase humanity, as by the extirpation of a brood of noxious 


monsters, Epwangp Mantaxb. 


[This discussion must now be regarded as closed. —Ep.‘ Lionr."] 


Names of Authors Wanted, 


Sm,-—I should be greatly obliged if you or any of the 
readers of * Licur’ could tell me the names or authors of two 
poems which appeared in its pages some time back, [ think in 
the year 1890 or IS91, but I have not the back numbers, so 
cannot refer. 

No clue was given to the authors, and though I have looked 
through the works of many poets since, I have never been able 
to find then. 

T enclose the first verse of one poem and the first and last 


H. M. H. 


verses of the other. 
The Chestnuts, Erdington. 


The ancient gods are dead ; 
Jove rules no longer o'er the Olympian plain ; 
The ocean waits for Neptune's car in vain ; 
Apollo tunes no more his golden lyre ; 
Vesuvius trembles not with Vulcan's fire ; 
Mars leads not now the armies of the world ; 
Young Cupid's darts at Pluto are not harled, 
And Venus’ charts are fled. 
The ancient gods are dead. 
* The Being Inmanent in things,’ *the Thought 
Inearnate in the World,’ ‘the Absolute, 
The Unconditioned '—Dost thou give us nought 
But husks like these, Philosophy, for fruit ! 
How for this limitless Impersonal 
Resign that wealth of tender images— 
The Father with the Father's eye and hand ; 
The Shepherd with the sheep about his knees ; 
The Great Rock-Shadow in the weary land, 


(For remacuder of Correspondence see p. 179.) 


Kyow 
Hope for one world, one soul, is hope for all : 
Crown thou thy heart with that imperial truth. 


Purr J. Bates. 
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I8 SPIRITUALISM BECALMED! 


We hope all our readers gave careful attention to Mr. 
Harte’s spirited Address on ‘Is Spiritualism becalmed at 
present?’ — It is full of good things, and is as sensible as 
it smart, and as pungent as it is wise. It must be con- 
fewed that our friend did not seem to care very much about 
[ sticking to his text, and that he discussed many things 

- besides the question, ‘Is Spiritualism becalmed at present!’ 
‘Tn fact, he seemed to be taking a leisurely walk round. the 
= estate, with frequent excursions in the neighbour- 

pas acon adjoining fields. But he was always worth 
25 and remarks were always worth 
I MENU, tor inwance : — 

l i due delerence to Madanw Blavatsky, we should 
& weather-cock tells us which way the 


the rigging while Spiritualists calmly 


ae pour that the clergy, in their hearts, class 
on with poetry rather than with prose ; 
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rather dingy and dreary level of a sort of spiritual Vi, iori 
street, S. W. 

But there have been and are advantages, In, spite d 
what Mr, Harte rather roughly calls ‘ their feigned n 
and ‘artificial silliness,’ Psychical Researchers, we enti 
agree, have been enormously helpful to ‘the cause, expecially 
in creating a public opinion in which belief in unu 
realities and unseen beings can live without giving offa 
and suffering insult. There 
true that our Pyschical Researchers, 
of superiority which some of them affect, are really the 
hod-bearers of Spiritualists, who may be quite conten 
to look on and be happy, to see the sand, the bricks an] 
the mortar accumulating, and the scaffolding going up. 
Have they not the plans? and do they not know perfectly 
well that just round the corner there Paychical 
Researchers who are already at work building the Temple 

The same may be said of Theosophy and Hypnotism, 
both of which, on a very large scale, are accustoming the 
publie mind to the idea of occult forces and unseen beings 
and, in truth, that is precisely the work which neeis 
to be done, in order to give any kind of Spiritualism any 
sortof a chance. For many years we have been saying that 
people cannot believe in Spiritualism until they are prepare! 
for it: and they can never be prepared for it until they 
are freed from the stupid notion that they see all ther 
is to see, and hear all there is to hear. Precisely her, 
Psychical Research, Theosophy, Hypnotism, and eve 
the Róntgen rays come to our help; and do far more for 
us than the most sanguine can foresee. 

In two ways, then, we are being enormously advantaged 
by all that is going on —by the creation of a public opinion 
which will some day be of enormous value, and by the 
assimilation of our ideas and hopes in many direction 
This last, however, ntay, for a time, lead to what Mr. Harte 
calls * the Doldrums,’ which, however, may be quite wrongly 
interpreted. It is a well-known fact that, at certain stage, 
an attacking or reforming movement appears to suffer a 
check just at the moment when it is winning one of ils 
positions: for, at that moment, its ideas, hopes, ani 
demands are assimilated by its antagonists or by other 
forces with larger influence, an incident which is apt to 
produce the curious effect of leaving the attacking or 
reforming movement itself out of the flow or ‘stream of 
tendency.’ It is so in religion, in politics, and in matten 
of social reform, as anyone may see at this very moment; 
and we are strongly inclined to think that it is so with 
Spiritualism. Our thunder is being stolen in a do 
different directions : and presently the people, or the kind 
of people, who have derided us will turn round and coolly 
say, ‘ We knew it all along!’ 

In the meantime, as Mr. Harte truly said, we have the 
supreme consolation of knowing that Spiritualism is cow- 
mitted to no theories and is bound by no authorities, but 
relies only upon experience and facts ; and is, therefore, able 
to bide its time: and, in the meanwhile, it can learn all the 
lessons its opponents and half-friends have to teach. In due 
season, fresh outpourings of facts will como. 
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THE MYSTERIES OF MEDIUMSHIP. 


By our SPECIAL Representative. 


— — 


OBSESSION —OR WHAT? 


WirH A WARNING TO THE UNwany. 


gis delivered. before the Members and Friends of the London 
Alliance, in the French Drawing Room, St. James's 
Hall, on the Evening of March 27th. 


When the incidents about to be related recur to my mind, 
often do with an emphasis scarcely less vivid than at 

thet of their occurrence, I feel as if I must follow the lead 
of the shilling-shocker heroine and pinch myself to make sure 
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OUR SPECIAL REPRESENTATIVE 
(Photo by Weston, Newgate-street.) 


fcaming. It has been my lot to pass through 
' experiences connected with the doings here ot 
» and not always better, state, as well as the 
in this state who would have it believed that 
er relationship with that cther state than care- 
disclosed ; but I don’t think any events of the 
o deep and lasting an impression on my memory 
h to two, at least, of the persons concerned in 
l a never-to-be-forgotten demonstration of the 
rness of the other world, and of its power to in- 
d or ill the course and conduct of this present life. 
E who was a principal actor and agent in 
young man on the way to forty, of somewhat 
n, and mentally equipped above the average. 
| y schoolfellows in a country town, but cireum- 
r being engaged together for a considerable 
~~ )use of business in London ; and during an 
hip, with opportunities for close and continuous 
r noticed in him, nor do I believe he ever 
aberration from sound and customary 
reserved in demeanour and conversa- 
gious temperament, with a leaning to 
igh standard of conduct, and a strong 
nsibility, a student, and a good fellow. 
it would be for a deficient rather than 
»o severe examination of motive in the 
m dete of self-analysis—eritical, 
» verge at times closely upon 
to be easily taken in, or 


ards the close of the 
» others, made up an ex- 
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perimental circle. Neither he nor his wife, nor the two friends, 
engaged in a City bank, who sat with us, had had any practical 
experience of the things of the séance-room ; the clergyman, who 
made a sixth sitter, and lent authority to the circle, knew a 
thing or two—indeed, at the time, was engaged in writing a 
book on the subject, since published, and read, no doubt, by 
many of you. I will not trouble you with the details of the 
sittings, which were held at Cappan's house, except in so far as 
they seem to have a bearing on the after events. After the 
first night the clergyman left us, out of no disrespect for the 
circle ; and immediately he was gone the Adversary popped in. 
The table moved with great freedoin, and messages were given 
in abundance. To each and all of us there came tokens of 
departed friends, but the friends mostly behaved in a way that 
would have made us disown them with shame if they had been 
still in the flesh. Worked into the marvellous yarns which they 
spun for us were threads of fact, drawn from the memory of 
one or other sitter, which gave a specious semblance of truth to 
the whole, and the whole was a lie in every case that was tested 
by inquiry. We soon got an uncomfortable feeling of our brains 
being picked ; and I verily believe that they were. 

Between the sittings the Cappans practised with the 
planchette, and got some curious results. Mrs. Cappan's 
brother, Ernest, whose initials were E. E. F., or one personat- 
ing him, did much to gain their confidence by reproducing 
those initials in, as they assured us, exact resemblance of 
the peculiar style in which he had been accustomed to 
write them, starting the F from its foot, and tracing it the re- 
verse of the usual way ; and much to lose that confidence by 
manufacturing & cock-and-bull romance distinguished by its 
cynical disregard of innocent folks’ reputation, and finishing 
up by beseeching the couple to go and sympathise with him at 
his grave. Mrs. Cappan was promised a sight of the features 
of this precious brother, who, although in manner, writing, and 
speech reminding them at every turn of the much-loved relative 
he represented, was, morally, quite unlike ; and one evening, 
when we were seated together at the table in the evening dusk, 
she nearly fainted with horror at the sudden presentation of a 
countenance lacking nose and eyes, and hideous, as she declared, 
beyond all telling. Ernest apologised for the failure to fill up 
the gaps in his face, of which none but Mrs. Cappan got a glimpse. 

There was also a very strange character who gave the naue 
of Munfield, and who proved himself a nuisauce of the first 
degree, both at planchette and at table. Muntield started by 
unblushingly declaring that Mrs. Cappan was his wife. The 
absurdity of this proposition being pointed out to him with 
gentle severity, he wriggled out of the statement with a lame 
excuse, and begged that no more should be said, as the real 
Mrs. Munfield had, unfortunately, just come on the scene and 
would make things uncomfortable for him if she knew. The 
lady promptly interposed with the remark that she knew all 
about it already, adding the tart intimation that although she 
was, unfortunately, connected with him, Mr. Munfield was 
beneath contempt and was not to be paid any attention to. One 
finds it easier after this to believe that there is not so much 
difference, after all, between the life beyond and this, and that 
rest does not necessarily come to the weary at the snap of 
the physical cord.  Munfield's spouse exhibited the most 
affectionate, and often embarrassing, concern on Mrs. Cappan's 
behalf ; such expressions as * Walter, shut the door, please. 
Nellie feels the draught’ (she called them both by their 
Christian nume) ; or, * Poor Nellie is so tired ; you must stop 
now, and let her have her supper,' being frequent. "This was 
through the planchette, and what was particularly irritating to 
Cappan, as he told me, was that these injunctions were not only 
of the most trivial and obvious nature, but invariably anti- 
cipated exactly what he was on the point of doing or saying 
himself. Another case of picking of brains: Mrs. Muntield 
calmly appropriated credit to herself for what would have been 
ordinary and customary little acts of marital thoughfulness and 
courtesy on Cappan’s part ; and what made the theft worse was 
that when Cappan at last ventured a mild protest, she, with 
great coolness, claimed to have first put the ideas into his mind. 
Finally, I must mention here that Mr. Muntield had a peculiar 
and objectionable habit, both at the table and with the plan- 
chette, of interjecting something of his own, equally irrelevant 
and silly, into other communicants’ messages, the interruptions 
coming sometimes right in the middle of a word, and the 
singular thing was that the intelligence giving the message, as 
soon as Munfield had had his say, would proceed unconcernedly 
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communicated. to the Cappans could claim to know, what was | T 
fight for the possession of As there was no claim on their am a, oo 
and Ernest, producing a things were arranged or provided - 

unlike, was termi- Comenus’s suggestion was carried out, and " Spirit 
God-speed in his journey to better thing, — . ; 
not to progress together. — Little as they had 
to respect, they at lenst felt compassion fi ate 
to desire to live a higher life; and were » 
with him. Part, however, they did ; ; 


him of any sort, whilst at the same time 
f and as completely disappeared. Hence 
ik entire control of the proceedings, and every 
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n tion purported to be fro im, and hi 
— purpo: e from him, and bim 
L every opportunity of practising with the 

mm was able to write fluently without it, using 

d by Cappan's hand. His writing we 
elevated in moral tone. Much of it was 
| stat nts as to the extreme importance 
of moral improvement, and the 

blest ideals. The evenings would 
ritten and spontaneous prayer by 
! the Cappans. The prayers were ex- 
"from ^ literary point of view, 
stable for the reason that they 
nts. On the one or two re 
this period, Cappan showed me 
[must say I had no difliculty 
(ds and envied him his gol 
f & being so impressive and 
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other things Comenus frequently wrote that those 
tts opened were enabled to see countless beautiful 

taking place amid the most commonplace 
1 that in the tramears, trains, streets, and shops of 
of enchanting pictures of spiritual 
' and auccour were continually to be observed. Such 
re n souree of keen delight to himself, and would be to 
ho availed themselves of the experienced assistance of 
‘the brethren of his band, His writings deluged the 
with similar observations ; there was, however, though 
ayipathetically received, nothing in them particularly 


is were by-and-bye requested to yo here or there, 
n ns of no special importance but generally of a 

philanthropic nature. ‘This, of course, was not un- 
kindnesses suggested by one and carried out by 

ur tended to increase mutual confidence. By this time 
ti was so easily obtained that many communications 
n simply by the index finger being moved as in 
ithout a il). The control intorested himself in 
detail of the Cappans' lives. Nothing was 
him on which to offer more or less luminous ob- 
15. . His one desire seemed to be to share their interests 
textent. In this way he became an ever-ready and 
vf mpanion, and claimed to be continually protecting 

, am al kinds of danger—physical, mental, and spiritual ; 
ime modesty admitting that he and his band were the 
ments of blessing to them in numberless instances, of 
were ignorant, and which he preferred not to 
ley were to accept all as from the Heavenly Father, 
td of the control and his band would lie, not in the 
lappreciation or gratitude, but entirely in their own 
ess of having endeavoured to do the will of the Most 


this point everything was as satisfactory, on the 
ould be wished, but the cloven hoof began suddenly 
‘beneath the hem of the cloak of Comenus's 
. He announced that the Cappans were to be put 
es of tests of their fitness for the work in ctore for 
gan to impose on ther trials of endurance, in the 
nded fasts, keeping awake through three parts of 
when already exhausted by toil and abstinence during 
id other like tasks. ‘To these they submitted in 
hopeful spirit, and whatever the precise object. of 
$ it is certain that, when the crisis, now rapidly 
ed, the Cappans were in a state of extreme 
physical exhaustion. It is a plausible inference 
tion was to weaken the resistance which was 
the true character of Comenus, and the evil 
view, came to be revealed. 
to the catastrophe, I should like to give a 
usly illustrative of Comenus's methods. One 
an entered his home, he was impressed at 
menus controlled the pencil and described the 
he previous quarter of an hour. — He spoke 
ted a local post office and bought a postal 
w comments upon the use for which it was 
I , ‘Did you observe, while waiting 
ad by the clerk, what kind of man was at 
2 was a loudly dressed sporting character, 
], you saw him hand something to the clerk, 
Tt related to à race, and was all 
ye and swindle the friend of his 
Naked Comenus if he did not feel 
tible things done, and if he and 
ol of defeating evil, Comenus in his 
upon wrote, ‘We have our own 
t deviate from it. We are 
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three and four in the morning he waa surprised to find himself 
awakened and his hand writing a tnessge, ag he lay in bed. It 
Was an urgent request from Comenus to rise, put on hia clothes, 
and proceed to a certain address at South Kensington, which 
happened to be the house of a member of Parliament with whom 
Cappan had business relations. Mrs. Caypau, perceiving that 
there was a dense, cold fog enveloping the district, and knowing 
that her hushand had already done so much by Comenus's 
desire that he was not in a fit condition physieally to undertake 
such a mission, gravely expostulated. The control admitted all 
the points urged, but reminded Cappan that if he meant to act 
up to his expressed desire to do God's will, no duty would be 
too hard or distasteful. Mrs. Cappan declared that she would 
accompany her husband, but this was firmly negatived, Cappan 
was to go to a certain railway station near by, where he would 
find à hansom ; he was to offer the driver five shillings to drive 
quickly to his destination ; and a measage would be given him 
on the way to deliver. Cappan went, wondering what would 
happen next, anxious to see the thing through, and not wishing 
to fail in any duty entrusted to him. Arrived at the station he 
found the hansom spoken of, and no other vehicle. Cappan 
discovered that, except for an odd copper or two, he had in his 
pocket, as Comenus told him, exactly the five shillings required. 
The driver had momentarily alighted to drink some coffee from 
a stall near by. Surprised by the arrival of a fare, and par- 
ticularly one who volunteered twice the usual pay, he climbed to 
his perch with alacrity, and quickly drove where requested. A 
message was then given by the control to Cappan for delivery to 
the M.P.'s wife, to the effect. that her husband had suddenly 
met with his end by suicide, Some picturesque details of the 
tragedy were added for Cappan's melancholy satisfaction, and, 
needless to say, he was greatly startled and upset by the informa- 
tion. Alighting at the house, Cappan rang the bell, and anxiously 
None was forthcoming, although he con- 
Comenus was 


awaited a response, 
stantly repeated his efforts to rouse the inmates, 
interrogated upon the matter and made numerous explanations, 
requesting him not to go away;and he actually did stop onthe door- 
step something like two hours, knocking and ringing at intervals 
without effect. By and by, Cappan, feeling the effects of the 

keen, raw fog upon his exhausted and unnerved constitation, 

decided to retrace his steps homeward. Comenus now suldenly 
counselled him to return home, explaining that the house was 
just now unoccupied (as Cappan had surmised, and as a neigh- 
bouring servant now informed him) Cappan thereupon 
bitterly expostulated with Comenus for sending him on such a 
wild goose errand. The control responded that it was alla 
test. Cappan indignantly expressed his opinion of such tests, 
when Comenus reminded him that opinions based on no know- 
ledge whatever of the circumstances concerned were of ques- 
tionable value. Cappan here acknowledged that he did not 
claim to know what were the intentions of those who professed 
to be helping him, but requested an explanation, He was told 
that it was a very severe test of the medium's fitness for really 
useful and important work. It had proved to the satisfaction 
of the band—and perhaps of the medium—that the latter was 
suiliciently sincere to get up out of a warm bed on a miserably 
cold, damp, foggy morning, to walk a good distance, pay tive 
shillings, and stand for a long time on a doorstep, while filled 
with conflicting emotions, and all for the one purpose of acting 
up to his light, with no hope of reward but the sense of duty 
done. Cappan doubted if the * game was worth the candle,’ and 

said so. ‘The strange thing, to my thinking, is that he did not 

forthwith dismiss Comenus as a lying and self-convicted humbug. 

He went home, breakfasted, and proceeded to his place of 

business in the City, which he reached a little later than usual, 

and in consequence apologetically observed to his ‘superior 
ollicer ' that he had missed his usual omnibus. Here a peculiar 
thing happened. Cappan's hand was suddenly controlled to 
write quickly : : ‘Tell him that you had to sit up all night with a 
dying man.’ Stagyered at being asked to give a false explana- 

tion, Cappan said, mentally, to Comenus: * No. Why do you 
ask me to d 4 lie?’ Comenus answered, in writing : ! i tell 
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soon there was the usual crush that follows a lull 

fused mass of. vehicles filled the cireus. * Now go » Muda \ 
Comenus: ‘this way,’ even indicating the état Semet. 
traced. *It was à merey I was not run over,’ Cap; © to by 

" , Pppan tol. 

afterwards, *2wice I was nearly under the horses; be - 
* But why was it?’ I asked ; ‘what do you imagine va d 
purpose of this apparently purposeless proceeding!" «| ids " 
like to surest ; but,’ replied Cappan, with conviction, * t] inar 
over the whole circumstance and all the little incidents as 
made it up, I can form only one conclusion, that it was inten i 
or let me say desired, that I should come to grief. — Athos 
there was the will, and the endeavour, to bring about a cs. 
trophe, there seemed, however, no ability to actually caus i; 
I felt strongly at the time, and am now convinced, that a highs 
power was protecting me; and, thanks to that, I got acros 
without hurt.’ 

Arrived at the restaurant close by, Cappan met me, anl, 
momentlater his brother joined us. Comenus clairaudiently 
told Cappan to ask his brother whence he came. The brother 
replied, whereupon Comenus said, * Tell him he has not come 
from there, but from following you.’ Cappan made a remark t 
this effect—albeit perplexed at such apparently meaningles 
requests. The brother, feeling that Cappan was acting in aa 
unusual manner, made some explosive reply, purposely to startle 
him. Carpan looked ghastly. He sat gazing into vacan, 
apparently hardly conscious of our presence, turning over the 
food on his plate in a mechanical sort of way, but not eating 
any. Having all along been under the impression that Comenus 
was identical with a control of Mr. Meadows of the same or very 
similar name, and thinking it well to settle the point definitely 
before we saw the medium a little later, I put the question, 
Were they not one and the same? Cappan was on the point of 
answering and explaining the exact difference in the spelling of 
the names of Comenus and the control now alluded to, when he 
was more perplexed than ever, as he clairaudiently heart 
Comenus (for the first time angrily) say, * Tell them no—that 
there is no control of a similar name there.’ —* But there is—or 
was. Ihave heard him there myself,’ Cappan mentally objected. 
Comenus more angrily still and with quick emphasis said, * Tell 
them so at onee.” * I won't,’ sharply said Cappan. ‘ You must. 
We will drive you into an asylum if you don't do as we say.’ 
*T don't care,” said Cappan. doggedly. The voice proceeded to 
utter the most fearfal threats against both Cappan and his 
wife hut he remained firm. All this conversation, of course, 
was known only to Cappan, who remembers distinctly the very 
tone and accent of the control, and recollects with astonishment 
how extremely quickly the incident must have passed. — What I, 
who sat opposite, was conscious of was the passing over his 


"features of a series of painful emotions, the nervous working ot 
his mouth as if he wished but could not speak, the pallor of his 


P agonised expression of his eyes. — Then 
ne across the table inaswoon. And from 


face, the stran 
denly he fell 


that moment, e power, whatever it might have been, was 


1outof the crowded room so quietly and quickly 
immediate proximity noticed that any- 
«when consciousness came back took him 
ing a message to the medium Meadows to 
- On the way, with the tone and 
r unexpectedly released from bonds, 
ir ears the amazing story of his experience. 
e recital he seemed to find great relief, 
; for all the while the dreaded 
heard, to force itself on his 
"hil was refusing to listen, talking 
us as the best means of holding the 
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of telling what had hap. 
needs faint, too, at the 
deceit of the trusted Comenus, 
the brother having been obliged 
¢ to keep up the spirits of the 

in the situation at n glance, and 
4 of, as T supposed, Vastena. 
Je some thousands of years 
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deep things, and that a wise silence would best 
: ES te 1 subsided, and in Vastena's place forth. 
E eder cootrol afew mons older, most ponderoualy 

] and with the voice of a bassoon. He took both the 
m in hand, or put them under land, for the visible part of 
consisted in the laying of hands upon their heads 

and the making of a few mesmeric passes. Each appeared to 
off into the magnetic sleep, and each awoke refreshed 

ant —Whilst this work, which occupied, may be, fifteen 
“twenty minutes, proceeded, the control made occasional 
wl remarks, intended for my information, and from 

it was to be understood that a very low and 

but particularly cunning spirit from the depths 

to obtain a footing in my friends’ confidence ; 

g his cunning, he had over-reached himself 

in too great a hurry to attain his ends ;. that the next 


| a de me out for the time by telling me I know less than 


he task of getting rid of him exceedingly difficult, but 
lad only got to the point of obsession, which was a 
ively simple matter; that at the present moment he 
ing close by, not atall abashed, but very apprehen- 
“of what was going to happen to him, perfectly con- 
if every word that was being said about him, and 
g with a malevolence that would paralyze à common 
me if I could see him, which, fortunately, I couldn't ; 
Association with the controlling ancient were other 
ing in the work of severing the cords or bonds with 
lattached the unsuspecting Cappans to his own 
ity, and that when these were disposed of he would 
l and cast into a place of weepiny and gnashing 
ds would have plenty of time to retlect upon 
his evil conduct, and no opportunity to do further 
he same sort; that had he not committed this 
he punitory spirits would have had no power over 
he act had brought him under their jurisdiction ; 
‘was going to be done to him must be in no sense con- 
as E: it was for his own good and an 
lent proceeding, though he would suffer horribly. 
at I was lad that his face was not visible to me. 
bwever all this might have been, it is certain that the 
ere themselves again when it was over. They re- 
health and nerves slowly in the course of weeks, 
troubled any more by Comenus, all of whose 
by the advice of Mr. Wadson, destroyed. Neither 
ad, nor whilst of their present mind will they have, 
f traffic with the world unseen. They have tasted 
mess in a draught so deep that they refuse to put their 
he cup, however different and p)easant-seeming 
At times the encoethes scribendi comes strong 
! Meus i it firmly (perhaps to his loss, per: 
regards the sign by which. Vastena assured 
^ im a spirit friend from a spirit 


Reg Bates poesi to the 
pans pede returned to the 
an explanation of the remissness that had 
n dd The explanation seemed to me 
1 had Vastena failed to make him- 
C as promised, and allowed a'pre- 
13 This was why. — He found another 
e and under some law of the spirit 
unable himself to open communication. 
a that it was an evil spirit with an 
; ‘surely it was your duty to save my 
T t have warned them through your 
ow, and were waiting an PURO 
must confess I don't understand 
warmth, ‘No, you do not understand,’ 


id one thing, some another. 
«4 t leave the spatter. Ro winte 
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR. 
( Cont innied from p. 173.) 


M a Standstill, 


Str, —Can any of the readers of * Ligure’ advise us ? 

For some years I have been very much interested in * Spirit- 
ualism' and have been a reader of * Ligir’ for à considerable 
length of time, 

I had also been at s sitting at the house of friends in 
Glasgow, and taking advantage of their presence in Aberdoon 
lwt year, I arranged to have a sitting at my own house. 
The sitting waa successful beyond all expectation, and since 
that time my wife and D anda male relative have held sittings 
ona given night weekly almost continuously, and with very 
good results up to a cortain point. My wife can got extraonlinary 
table movements alone; so can our friend alone, and my wife 
and I alone ; and our friend and I alone have had some very 
good sittings, the third party standing meantime apart. My 
wife and friend can also get planchette writings, bat [alone can 
get neither movements nor writing. By the way, can any of 
your readers throw any light upon that! 

For three months our sittings were grand. We had commu- 
nications from departed friends of each, and had some most 
remarkable testa, and I have no doubt whatever that, could we 
have gone on, we should have got testa which could not be ex- 
plained away by sub-conscious or any other theories. 

It was with this in view that one of us occasionally rose from 
the table, leaving the others to get a communication about 4 
matter knvien only to the party standing apart. The fact that 
two of us possessed such strong medianistic power made our 
circle very suitable for such experiments. 

At this point, however, our trouble began. 

Previously we had been singularly free from any interrup- 
tions worth speaking about, but ever since October last our 
circle has been taken possession of by some * undeveloped in- 
telligence,’ and we are at a standstill. The spirit—chat of an 
old woman, we are told—has power to prevent any of our friends 
communicating, and she is always with us when we have sittings. 
T have tried repeating the Lord's Prayer (as I saw n correspon- 
dent advised some months ago) and I have changed the sitting 
night, but all tono purpose. — She is always there and the table 
is tilted right up before you could count ten. 

The interraptions take the form of violent turning and 
twisting of the table, and often a single tilt in reply to every 
question asked, One night I got the disturber to reply to ques- 
tions in the usual way, and discovered then, and in various ways 
since then, that she has got to know the names of our departed 
friends and many other things concerning them and us, and 
that she has been personating them and giving us bogus 
messages fora long time. One night my wife was about to be 
controlled, and my friend another night, but we were watchful 
and stopped the sitting intime. 1 believe the *disturber ' was 
the operator. 

I feel sure that some really practical advice on these 
phases of spiritualistic phenomena would be welcomed, not only 
by us, but by many investigators all over the country. 


Aberdeen, Ae ud. 


More 'Light'—to Rome. 


Sin,—If every person interested in spreading the gospel of 
spirit intercourse would consider it his bounden duty to 
circulate cheap and suitable literature, or post their old copies 
of *Licur’ or other periodicals to their friends or well-known 
and progressive individuals, besides trying to obtain a few more 
subscribers for ‘Ligur’ every year, what a great work would 
soon be accomplished ! For many years I have made a point, 
After reading * Lia, to post it to people whom I may never 
have seen or spoken to, in the hope that the recipients, after 
looking over its pages, might become interested in the subject. 
In the Cape (South Arica) I have found this plan to bring forth 
* much fruit,’ and I recommend your subscribers who feel that 
they ought to do something for spreading our mighty truth, to 
try it if they have not already done so. Last week I posted 
Lrawr’ to « leading Anglican archdeacon in the Cape Colony, 
who has already turned his attention to ‘occult’ matters owing 
to seeing advertisements of books, &c., in your paper. | 
feel the want of ‘Liar’ every week, and as myself 
And my daughter Grace are leaving for a tour to Italy, 
TP, vid el vovopy about three weeks, Lam arranging 
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jes of "Liemr" forwarded on to me whilst kindly assisted. On Sunday last Mr. Rodger, presi ; 
m myself au courant on ‘Law’; Mrs. Jordan sang a solo, * Homeland. W; | 


: 
| 
: 
& 
1 
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Miel in your decided to take the large hall for a few Sunday eveniy 
= British friends meneing April 19th, so that the gOSp«t l of Spiritualism ; 
well proclaimed to the many. All Spiritualists in North L;, 


as 
that, in a way, I consider the projected vun to Rome, who are at one with this object are kindly invited to co 
Naples Pompeii, Turin, &e., vià Rouen and and meet the members at Wellington Hall on Sunday, 
of special mission in connection with spiritual next for friendly conference. —T. D. d 
j it is My express inten- Tae SruuTUAL ATHEN.EUM, 113, Enaowanr-noap, NW 

all the grand old episcopal Mr. Hunt's lecture on *' The Second. Coming of Christ in: 

to rule, are the chief source of Light of Spiritualism’ was attentively listened to by a full mee 
attraction to very tourists, For some few years back | have ing. The lecturer stated at the outset that Christ 


central figure around which nearly every religious denomis 
revolved, in the hope that one day through His power and in! 


Bmterc 
covered that onse ud cruciform Druidic temples — cession they might be redeemed from the world, the tlesh, 
But the idea of the sec 


the devil, and gain everlasting life. 


gooey edgy than the prototypes of Winchester, c gain 
St. Puls ), and other British cathedrals, besides being — coming of Christ, in a personal form, to judge the quick snd 1) 
ped rere of which facts I possess — dead, and to bear away with Him the ‘elect’ to Paradise, s 

objective proofs, which I contemplate rather a figure of speech to express the descent again oft] 


Holy Spirit amongst the nations of the earth, and this s 


lecturing. lam intensely desirous of comparing the manifested to-day m the new dispensation called Spiritualia 
= i *The yeaah Messiah,’ said the lecturer, was already 
erwpts. pees, which specially ive the sun's rays on the our midst, as a living principle of the Divine power, and it won) 
21st of every June, just as occurs at Stonehenge and in ancient not be long before men beheld the real influence and light of t 


Masonic Royal Arch temples. Christ in the doctrines and manifestations of the Spiritual mov 
JS. ment. Two poems on ‘The Lily’ and * The Tempest’ were the 

Avenue, Southampton. given, followed by nine clairvoyant readings, all of which we 

acknowledged to be correct. Mr. Hunt then held a developing 

* M. A. (Oxon. circle, composed of about twenty persons. The power was vey 

painful astonish » that I a were a and "am sitters showed signs o 
^ . mediumistic power. Next Sunday, at 7 p.m. vrompt, another 
Wes n no ion will be given, the subject to be chosen by the audience. 
' and * Imperator. What m. - 
that they are gratifying their Monsg's Linnany.—A social meeting, to commemorate the 
personages, or forty-eighth anniversary of Modern Spiritualism, was held on 

mission entrusted to Tuesday evening, 3lst ult., at Morse's Library, Florence House, 
will not «ay convicted Osnaburgh-street, London, N. W. A small but attractive pr 
ears’ upon gramme had been provided, and the assembly was of a fairly 
wn tative character. The first item was a pianoforte solo, 
"Ae alse No. 3’ (Chopin), by Miss Alice Hunt, L.A.M. ‘The 
Old Head of Kinsale’ (Moir), sung by Mr. W. J. Sher 
man in a masterly manner, displayed a voice of pure quality. 
Miss Morse then offered a few brief remarks, stating that, in the 
absence of her father (Mr. J. J. Morse), Mrs. Morse and herself 
endeavoured to do justice to this occasion—the commemor- 
of the beginning of one of the most remarkable movements 
come to light during the nineteenth century, and 
a hearty so to all present. She then read an 
psper, written especially for the occasion, by 
iritualist, over the signature *B. B.' Alluding to 
ists, the writer said: *In Spiritualism it woull 
isa sin to be youthful ; there is ample accommodation for 
members, and there are Lyceums for the young; but 
ve we forthe youth? At the age of fifteen to nineteen 
old for the Lyceum and not quite old enough to become 
active member of a society ; then, with the numerous attrac- 
and inducements of the religious bodies, he goes with his 
to his friend's * Young Men's Association” or club; and 
we lose a great number of young people 
would be, the backbone of our cause.' In con 
stated : * Despite all opposition and viciss: 
Spiritualisii never in à more prominent and firmer 
‘than it is to-day.’ Miss Rowan Vincent expressed ber 
the friends thus gathered together. She was 
that there was one familiar face absent, 
| were on this occasion, they would have been 
if he had been present. In his absence 
the company desired to send to Mr. 
greeting. Amongst the various 
i instrumental music given during the 
are worthy of favourable comment 
*A May Morning’ (Denza); Miss Jessio 


e ition of her song ‘The 
man, "Bubbles" : Miss Morse, ‘A 
^ (Her Lost her sympathetic voice 
her selection. ef 


reshments were provided 
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—Speaking on Sunday at the 
miberwell, one of Mrs. Bliss’s controls, 
'&, allud hg ineidentally to the lull in 
or spiritualistic phenomena, announced 
er has superseded that for à 
| *the ruling power desires every 
ive individual, not to be 
simply through phenomena, 
to look into his own mind 


wwe 


